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English is the centre of our curriculum. It is the language through which all other subjects are learnt. 
English is essential to everyday life and through its study, we learn to express ourselves creatively 
and imaginatively, to communicate effectively. 
  
Our Aims 

 To promote enjoyment and confidence in all aspects of English and to encourage a positive 
attitude to language and literature. 

 To promote the importance of all forms of English as a means of effective communication of 
views, opinions and thoughts in everyday life.  

 To encourage children to take pleasure in literature and language; to encourage children to view 
reading as not only an essential skill but also as a lifelong pastime. 

 To develop understanding and appreciation of poetry 

 To develop understanding and appreciation of narrative texts, including film and screen 
narratives 

 To develop understanding and appreciation of non-fiction texts. 

 To encourage children to express themselves creatively and imaginatively. 

 To encourage children to effectively communicate ideas and opinions. 

 To encourage children to express ideas openly, fluently and confidently using appropriate and 
exploratory vocabulary. 

 To achieve continuity and progression through: following our cyclic scheme of work based upon 
texts; meeting the requirements of the National Curriculum and the Early Years Foundation 
Stage; informed assessment; the setting of suitable individual, group, and class targets; through 
keeping appropriate records. 

 To provide through English a means of achievement and attainment for all children. 

 To develop understanding of how language works by looking at its patterns, structures and 
origins. 

 To develop children’s knowledge, use and understanding of phonics. 

 To develop children’s ability to read with fluency, accuracy and understanding. 

 To encourage children to use a range of reading strategies. 

 To encourage children to become enthusiastic and critical readers of literary and non-literary 
texts, including on screen and in print. 

 To encourage children to adapt what they say and what they write for different audiences. 

 To encourage children to speak with confidence in a range of contexts, including drama. 

 To encourage children to listen, understand and respond appropriately. 

 To develop children’s ability to talk effectively as members of a group. 

 To develop children’s understanding of the characteristics of standard English and received 
pronunciation, and of how language varies e.g. dialects, accents.  

 To encourage children to become competent, analytical and creative writers. 

 To encourage children to view writing as both essential to thinking and learning, and enjoyable in 
its own right. 

 To develop children’s ability to use the planning, drafting and editing process to improve their 
fiction and non-fiction writing.  

 To encourage children to develop different forms of handwriting for different purposes, 
including a fluent, legible, joined handwriting style. 

 To develop children’s spelling strategies, knowledge of spelling conventions and phonological 
understanding.  
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 To develop children’s ability to demarcate their writing correctly with punctuation marks. 

 To develop children’s awareness of and ability to use a classification system to locate 
information in the library. 

 
Pupils Experiences and Activities 
 

 Children have opportunities to develop their reading knowledge, skills and understanding 
through reading and hearing read a range of texts which include: 

1. stories and poems in familiar settings and those based upon imagined worlds  
2. stories, plays and poems by significant children’s authors 
3. retellings of traditional folk and fairy tales  
4. stories and poems from a range of cultures  
5. stories, plays and poems with patterned language  
6. a range of modern fiction by significant children’s authors  
7. long-established children’s fiction  
8. a range of good-quality modern poetry  
9. classic poetry  
10. texts drawn from a variety of cultures and traditions  
11. myths, legends and traditional stories 
12. playscripts  
13. stories about quests 
14. stories with historical settings 
15.  film 
16. print and ICT-based information texts  
17. persuasive, explanatory, instructional and informative texts 
18.  dictionaries, encyclopedias and other reference materials  
19.  diaries, autobiographies, biographies, letters  
20.  thesauruses  
21.  newspapers, magazines, articles, leaflets, brochures and advertisements  

 
 

 Reception classes (EYFS) and Year 1 are taught phonics following the published scheme  ‘Letters 
and Sounds’in fast-paced synthetic phonics daily sessions. Reception classes (EYFS), Year 1 and 
Year 2 also are taught initial sight vocabulary high frequency words. 

 

 Children are initially introduced to our reading scheme bands mainly consisting of the Oxford 
Reading Tree Scheme, Heinemann Story World and Rigby Star. Reading activities are 
predominantly centred around the scheme in Reception and KS1. Oxford Reading Tree and Rigby 
Navigator are also read in KS2 but other texts are used. As well as a guided reading book/text in 
KS2, children have a class reading book of their own choice. 

 

 Individual teachers advise parents and carers of arrangements for taking reading books home. In 
Early Years Foundation Stage and Key Stage One, children take home a set reading book to share 
or read with an adult. They often take home another reading book or a game. As children begin 
to read longer texts, it will not be appropriate to change books every week. Teachers develop 
systems to monitor home reading. 
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 In KS2 children monitor and keep a record of their own reading. LKS2 have guidance with their 
reading as some of our Year 3 and Year 4 children do require support to change their reading 
book and record it. 

 

 Children are taught how to locate and retrieve information using appropriate skills. 
 

 Children have opportunities to develop their writing knowledge, skills and understanding 
through exploring a range of forms of writing. 

 

 The range of people who read to children, and to whom children read, should include teachers, 
the class, other children, other school adults, governors and other professionals from the wider 
community. Writing from imaginary characters should also be read to children. 

 

 Children follow a cursive handwriting scheme with joining starting in Year 1. (See Handwriting 
policy). Handwriting is specifically taught and then practised independently. 

 

 Children are taught spelling strategies, morphology and punctuation conventions in accordance 
with guidance from the National Curriculum. Magical Spelling techniques are also used, 
especially with children who have difficulty with spelling. (See Spelling Policy)  

 

 Conventions for sentence structures are specifically taught. In KS2, ‘Grammar For Writing’ can 
still be used as guidance. 

 

 Children have opportunities to develop speaking skills, knowledge and understanding through a 
range of activities, contexts and purposes including telling stories; reading aloud and reciting; 
describing events and experiences; presenting to different audiences; speaking to different 
people; group discussion and interaction; drama activities. Computer resources are utilised. 

 

  Children have opportunities to develop listening skills, knowledge and understanding through a 
range of activities, contexts and purposes including: listening to each other; listening to stories; 
listening to adults; listening to recordings, live talks/ readings/presentations; group discussion 
and interaction; drama activities. Computer resources are utilised. 
 

 Children have a daily lesson with an English focus. Sometimes English may be taught through a 
different media e.g. through a cross-curriculum History lesson, or a Speaking and Listening 
activity.  

 

 Guided reading takes place daily. Guided reading is separate to the main literacy session. 
 

 Children are encouraged to discuss their ideas and problems in English. Teachers explain the 
purpose of activities as well as encouraging the children to reflect upon the reasons for tasks. 

 

 Children have opportunities to plan and to carry out their own activities and to work 
cooperatively with other children. 

 

 Children are involved in individual, paired, group and class activities as appropriate. 
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 Children are encouraged to write and communicate in a variety of ways. We encourage high 
expectations of presentation. Feedback happens during the lesson and written work is promptly 
marked, with children whenever possible. Comments made should be positive and indicate ways 
forward.  

 

 Children edit and improve their written work in ‘green pen’. 
 

 Work should provide opportunities for children to develop their personal qualities and a positive 
attitude to language and literacy. 

 

 All children use computer equipment to support learning in English. 
 

 Opportunities are utilised for developing English in other areas of the curriculum. 
 

 We offer additional literacy support through various intervention programmes. 
 

 We offer equal opportunities to each individual child, regardless of gender, culture, race, ability, 
economic background, religion or belief, LGBTQ or disability, or any other protected 
characteristics. We are committed to high achievement in English by all children. To promote an 
inclusive curriculum, we aim to set suitable learning challenges; to respond to pupils' diverse 
learning needs; and to overcome potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals 
and groups of pupils. 

 

 Additional support will be sought for children for whom English is an additional language.  
 
Classroom Management 
 

 We teach English daily and also provide opportunities for extended language and literacy 
activities, particularly extended writing. Classroom observations of the teaching of English are 
carried out as part of our monitoring procedures. 

 

 Children are mainly grouped in ability-based groupings for writing and for reading. 
 

 There are opportunities for other groupings, (mixed ability, paired, individual, class), particularly 
in cross-curricular links. 

 

 Each classroom will provide a designated area for reading and other English resources. 
 

 This area should be self-servicing and clearly labelled. 
 

 Published reading schemes are accessible to children in shared areas in both Key Stages. Some 
specialised equipment and teachers’ resource/reference material is kept centrally. 

 

 English work and resources form the subject of displays in each classroom. Displays are used to 
celebrate achievement, to stimulate inquiry and to provide information. All classes in EYFS and 
KS1 should display high frequency words and relevant phonics.  
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 All classrooms should be language-rich environments. 
 

 Ordering of resources takes place mostly towards the end of the academic year. The English 
Leader, advised by staff, identifies appropriate purchases in consultation with phase leaders. 

 
Assessment and Records 
 

 Formal and informal methods of assessment are used as an ongoing process to advise planning, 
to record attainment and to recognise personal achievement.  

 

 Assessment is used diagnostically as well as for reporting purposes. 
 

 We use standardise tests to aid in monitoring individuals’ progress, including the results of Year 
6. 

 

 Children in Reception classes (EYFS) and Year 1 (and Year 2 if appropriate) are assessed at the 
end of half term using ‘Letters and Sounds’ criteria. 

 

 Analysis of tests takes place. 
 

 Through analysis and tracking progress, we identify areas for targeting teaching and learning for 
individuals, groups and classes. We also use it to identify individuals for intervention 
programmes and/or additional tuition. 

 

 Summative records are kept of children’s attainment in English in order to track individual 
progression and to provide information that relates to the teaching and learning of English.   

 

 For more information, please refer to the current Assessment Policy. 
 
 
Parents and Carers 
 

 There are procedures for consulting and advising parents about their child’s progress in English: 
Parents’ Evenings and written reports. Parents are able to arrange additional meetings if 
requested. 

 

 We encourage parents and carers to support their child’s learning. English home learning is set. 
 

 We aim to effectively communicate with and update parents regarding approaches to the 
teaching of English through providing parents with information on the curriculum. Information 
pamphlets are also sent home. 
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