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What is Home Learning? 
Learning at home is an essential part of education and is considered an integral part of the curriculum. 
Regular home learning is important, since it gives pupils the opportunity to practise at home learning 
from school. It also helps children to become confident and independent learners, which will help 
throughout their time at school, and in adult life. Home learning should positively reinforce and 
support work in school, enriching and consolidating ideas, skills and knowledge. 
 
What is the purpose of home learning? 
The purpose of home learning is to: 

 develop an effective partnership between the school and parents and other carers (which is also 
the purpose of our home school agreement); 

 consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding, particularly in literacy and numeracy; 

 extend school learning, for example through additional reading; and 

 encourage pupils as they get older to develop the confidence and self discipline needed to study 
on their own, and preparing them for the requirements of secondary school. 

 
Aims 
Through this policy we aim to: 

 ensure consistency of approach throughout the school; 

 ensure progression towards independence and individual responsibility; 

 ensure the needs of the individual pupil are taken into account; 

 ensure parents, carers, teachers and pupils have a clear understanding about expectations; 

 improve the quality of learning experience offered to pupils; 

 extend and support the learning experience via reinforcement and revision; 

 provide opportunities for parents, pupils and school to work in partnership; 

 provide opportunities for parents and pupils to work together to enjoy learning experiences; 

 encourage children to develop long term strategies for future needs; 

 at Year 6, increasingly to prepare children for secondary transfer. 
 
What areas will be the focus of home learning?  
The focus of home learning changes as children get older but throughout school regular reading is 
vital. For children in Key Stage 1, home learning should largely consist of reading practice and 
listening to others read. Regular reading at home, especially reading and sharing books with parents, 
is essential. Older children may be given additional reading tasks , for example relating to 
comprehension. In Early Years, we encourage parents and carers to share reading books and explore 
simple sound, word or number matching games with their child. 
 
How much time should be spent on home learning? 
The precise amount of time spent on home learning is much less important than the quality of tasks 
set and the way they are planned to support learning. A regular pattern is also important, particularly 
for literacy and numeracy. Broad expectations about the amount of time pupils might reasonably be 
expected to spend on home learning, including reading, are: 
 
Years 1 and 2  1 hour/week in total 
Years 3 and 4  1.5 hours/week in total 
Years 5 and 6  30 minutes/weekday in total 
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Recommended Home Learning Activities 
 
Some suggestions for supporting children’s learning at home could involve the following: 
 

KS1 

Regular reading with parents and carers and looking at books together (10 
to 20 minutes a day) 
Simple games 
Learning spellings and number facts 
Number games and tasks 
Spellings, other literacy work 
Number work 
Preparing oral presentations eg for assemblies 
(Parents/carers may also like to introduce their child to the Internet) 

KS2 

Learning spellings and practising correct punctuation/ grammar  
Learning number facts eg multiplication tables 
Finding out information via the Internet under parents/carers supervision 
(NB if this not available at home, we can make opportunities at school) 
Preparing information 
Reading in preparation for lessons and for pleasure 
Preparing oral presentations eg for assemblies 
Written assignments 

 
Home learning activities should be designed to meet children’s individual needs, including any special 
educational needs.  
 
Who sets home learning? 
The class teacher is responsible for ensuring that the demands of home learning are manageable for 
pupils and parents/carers.  
 
Home learning is set on Fridays to be completed by the following Friday; this was agreed after 
consultation with parents and carers (2018). It is important to monitor the demands on pupils to 
ensure tasks are appropriate to ability. 
 
The class teacher should acknowledge that pupils’ home learning has been completed eg thank child. 
We ask parents and carers to encourage children to treat home work with care and respect. If class 
teachers experience any problems with home learning, then parents/carers should be contacted. 
 
How can parents and carers support pupils? 
Parents and carers are encouraged to: 

 provide a reasonably peaceful, suitable place in which pupil can do their home learning; 

 make it clear to pupils that they value home learning, and support the school in explaining 
how it can help their learning; 

 encourage pupils and praise them when they have completed home learning; 

 become actively involved in joint home learning activities with children. 
  

This policy was last reviewed in September 2018 and will be reviewed next in Autumn 2021 
 


