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Introduction  

Good spelling is an essential skill which allows us to communicate effectively. To develop into 
effective and confident communicators, children need to develop and use a range of effective 
spelling strategies.  
 
At Shelf, we aim to adopt a consistent approach to the teaching and learning of spelling in 
order to support children to develop confidence and accuracy in spelling across the curriculum. 
 
We aim to: 
 

 Develop pupils’ knowledge and use of a range of spelling strategies 

 Encourage accuracy in spelling and guide pupils to become effective spellers 

 Encourage high expectations and create a culture where correct spellings are expected 

 Promote positive self-image as ‘spellers’ 

 Encourage pupils to see the learning of spelling as  integral to the learning of writing 

 Encourage pupils to explore vocabulary 

 
Teaching and Learning  
 
The following summarises strategies taught and used throughout school to promote the 
learning of spelling. Please also read school’s Marking and Recorded Feedback Policy. 
 
Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1  - Use of high quality phonic programme  

 High quality phonic work is taught systematically from Reception to Year2.  

 Letters and Sounds is used together with Ruth Miskin resources.  

 A discrete period takes place daily within Key Stage 1 and EY 

 Children are taught :  
o the grapheme- phoneme correspondence in a clearly defined sequence  
o the skill of segmenting words into their constituent phonemes to spell 
o that blending and segmenting are reversible processes.  

 
Overview of Phases 1-6  

 Phase One supports the development of speaking and listening.  

 Phase Two marks the start of systematic phonic work.  Grapheme- phoneme 
correspondence is introduced. The process of segmenting whole words and selecting 
letters to represent those phonemes is taught either writing the letters or using 
magnetic letters to encode words.  

 Phase Three completes the teaching of the alphabet and then move on to sounds 
represented by more than one letter, learning one representation for each of the 42 
phonemes. Just one spelling is given at this stage for each phoneme.  

 Phase Four children start to read and spell words containing adjacent consonants. No 
new phonemes at this phase.  

 Phase Five looks at the alternative spellings for some phonemes.  

 Phase Six overlaps with the material within Support for Spelling: Word specific spellings 
eg see/ sea. Spelling of words with prefixes and suffixes, doubling and dropping letters 
where necessary. Also the accurate spelling of words containing unusual GPCs eg 
laughs, two.  



 SHELF JUNIOR AND INFANT SCHOOL 
SPELLING POLICY 

 

 - 2 - 

 
High Frequency Words  

 Throughout each phase, the tricky high frequency words are taught. Children use 
the Look Say Cover Write Check system for learning a new spelling and are 
introduced to the ‘Magical Spelling’ approach.  

 Each teacher uses a variety of methods to ensure the correct spelling of the high 
frequency words appropriate to each phase plus topic specific vocabulary. 

 Teachers should recognise viable attempts made by children to spell words but 
should also correct them selectively and sensitively.  

 
Transition from Year 1 to Year 2  

 Children will have followed a programme of discrete phonics teaching in the Reception 
Year and in Year 1.  

 By the end of Year 1, the expectation is that most children will be secure at Phase Five, 
though further work will be required to ensure they have the knowledge and 
understanding of alternative spellings for each phoneme. This is addressed in the 
spelling objectives for Year 2 which follow the 2014 curriculum.  

 
Key Stage 2  

 An investigative approach is taken to the teaching of spelling in Key Stage 2, in line with 
the spelling objectives in the 2014 English curriculum.  

 Where appropriate, these are supported by Support For Spelling and the Spelling Bank. 
Spelling sessions take place on a daily basis to ensure children have the opportunity to 
practise and embed new spellings.  

 This will include the learning of the statutory word lists from the 2014 English 
curriculum. 

 In addition to this, spelling homework will be consistently given each week in all classes. 

 Where necessary, some pupils will consolidate the phonic knowledge and skills from Key 
Stage 1.  

 Spelling objectives for each year group can be viewed at:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/3351
86/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_English_220714.pdf  

 
Learning Spellings 
Children will develop different strategies for memorising high-frequency or topic words. For key 
words, pupils will be taught ‘Magical Spelling’ strategies. Children may also continue to use 
Look-Say-Cover-Write-Check.  
 
Memory strategies  
Syllables  I can listen to how many syllables there are so I can break it into smaller 

bits to remember (e.g. Sep-tem-ber, ba-by)  
Base words  I can find its base word (e.g. Smiling – base smile +ing, e.g. women = wo + 

men)  
Analogy  I can use words that I already know to help me (e.g. could: would, should)  
Mnemonics  I can make up a sentence to help me remember it (e.g. could – O U Lucky 

Duck; people – people eat orange peel like elephants  
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Spelling in Context 
Children should be able to spell an ever-increasing number of words accurately and to check 
and correct their work. This process is supported through: 

• shared writing: the teacher demonstrates how to apply spelling strategies while 
writing and teaches proofreading skills;  
• guided and independent writing: the children apply what they have been taught; 
• marking the children’s work: the teacher can assess their progress and their ability to 
understand and apply what has been taught, then identify targets for further 
improvement;  
• teaching and practising handwriting: learning and practising a fluent cursive style will 
support the children’s spelling development.  

 
Assessment  

 Children are assessed at the end of each phase during the Letters and Sounds 
programme before moving onto the next phase. 

 Spelling tests are used throughout KS1 and KS2, especially for tricky words.  

 Marking provides the opportunity to see how well individual children understand and 
apply what has been taught and should always relate to the specific focus for teaching. 

 Teachers will:  
 set clear expectations when the children start to write. Reminding them of 

the strategies, rules and conventions that they can apply; 
 analyse children’s errors;  
 provide feedback and time to respond; and 
 follow school’s Marking and Feedback Policy 

 

 From January 2016, standardised spelling assessments are to be administered across 
school on a termly basis in addition to regular spelling tests in line with End of Year 
Expectations. 

 Where pupils have made limited progress, a targeted programme is required. Individual 
programmes for teaching and support should be drawn up as appropriate by the 
teacher in consultation with the SEN/English coordinators and parents/carers. 
 

Reference Materials 
 Each class has dictionaries and thesauruses appropriate to the age range. Children should be 

taught to use a dictionary and use these to check tricky spellings.  

 All classroom environments should promote accurate spellings eg through display. Children 
need to see the target words written in joined script as frequently as possible and to practise 
writing words. 

 

Links with Handwriting  

 The teaching of spelling and handwriting should be closely linked.  

 All classes should have handwriting sessions.  
 As children are taught the basic joins, they can practise joining digraphs as one joined unit. This 

can develop into practising letter strings and complete words linked to the specific focus for 
teaching in the spelling unit.  

 High-frequency words can be demonstrated and practised as joined units (e.g. the, was, said). 
 
Policy last reviewed: September 2018. Next review due: 2021 


