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Effective teaching and learning are essential to high standards of attainment and achievement. In 
the advancement of self-esteem, in the support of self-motivation and in the development of a 
sense of personal responsibility, effective teaching and learning are central. This policy underpins 
and drives the curriculum and experience of school.  
 
Aims 
We aim: 
 

 to set out our agreed practice in regard to teaching and learning; 

 to continue to develop and improve effective teaching and learning; 

 to provide a consistent approach to teaching and learning throughout the school in order 
to meet the needs of each individual child; 

 to provide each child with clear guidance on how to improve and progress; 

 to provide continuity of approach to systems and usage of resources throughout school in 
order to meet the needs of each individual child; 

 to provide guidance and focus for monitoring teaching and learning; 

 to reflect upon and extend our personal practice; 

 to preserve the best characteristics of educational practice when implementing the 
curriculum to help children to become knowledgeable and to play their part as citizens of 
the future; 

 to foster enthusiasm; 

 to develop independence; 

 to increase the self-esteem of all; 

 to promote creativity and develop thinking skills; 

 to provide stimulating, exciting lessons; 

 to promote a caring and sharing environment. 
 
In considering effective teaching and learning, the following must be considered: 

 

 the characteristics of the learning experiences; 

 the characteristics of teaching; 

 the characteristics of the learning environment. 
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Characteristics of the learning experiences 
 
Quality learning experiences: 
 

 are fun and interesting; 

 develop the whole child; 

 foster enthusiasm and motivation; 

 develop emotional intelligence; 

 develop self-esteem and respect for others; 

 develop self-confidence; 

 encourage creativity; 

 promote independent learning; 

 allow children to feel secure in making mistakes so that they can learn from the 
experience; 

 are challenging but not threatening; 

 allow children to be confident and to take risks; 

 offer opportunities for children to learn in their preferred style; 

 involve quality interaction with teacher; 

 provide first hand experiences; 

 clarify what is to be done, why it is to be done and how well it should be done; 

 identify ways of improving and encourage self-evaluation; 

 develop knowledge and skills in a structured, progressive sequence; 

 use and apply learning; 

 provide opportunities to practise new skills; 

 build upon previous experiences; 

 allow for opportunities to work individually or with others as part of a team; 

 encourage children to think for themselves and develop thinking skills; 

 encourage children to make decisions and select resources independently; 

 encourage children to have ownership of their learning; 

 enable children to realise their full potential; 

 encourage children to persevere and develop high self-expectation; 

 use ICT to support learning; 

 foster effective communication and develop listening skills. 
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Characteristics of teaching 
 
Effective teachers: 

 value the contributions of all children; 

 maintain good behaviour by a consistent, fair approach which is based upon mutual 
respect; 

 are flexible using different teaching styles as appropriate; 

 are flexible using a variety of groupings e.g. ability based, mixed-ability based, 
friendship, gender; 

 are aware of the learning model he/she presents; 

 have good subject knowledge; 

 plan carefully;  

 differentiate questions, activities and learning objectives, carefully matching to needs 
of children; 

 know which skills, concepts and attitudes are the learning objectives; 

 use higher order questioning skills and engage in well-timed interventions; 

 have clear and focused learning objectives which are shared with and understood by 
the children; 

 mark work promptly and give effective feedback to move on the learning;  

 are able to assess children’s learning within a lesson and can devise assessment 
strategies in accordance with School policies and procedures; 

 set challenging but realistic targets based upon knowledge of children’s learning and 
needs; 

 engage in focused and systematic teaching; 

 design challenging, differentiated activities, utilising stimulating resources, in both 
independent and collaborative work; 

 offer opportunities to learn in different preferred styles;  

 are aware of the individual characteristics and needs of pupils; 

 distribute time fairly between pupils; 

 value and promote home-school partnerships; 

 form positive professional relationships and work as part of a whole school team; 

 deploy resources effectively; 

 value the monitoring process; 

 reflect upon and evaluate their own practice; 

 use time effectively; 

 use home learning effectively. 
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Characteristics of the learning environment 
 
The learning environment should: 

 enable children to take responsibility for the organisation and care of learning resources 
e.g. through clear instructions, through ‘shadowing, through clear labelling; 

 use available space and resources to support learning activities; 

 have the appropriate resources which are stored, clearly labelled and accessible; 

 should provide models for the children e.g. handwriting, readability;  

 have interactive and stimulating displays that value, inform, reflect and celebrate 
children’s learning; 

 have displays which reflect and celebrate the children’s background, experiences and 
culture as well as others; 

 be language-rich environments; 

 be number-rich environments; 

 be well organised and have clear, effective systems; 

 be safe, clean and uncluttered;  

 accommodating to different learning styles; 

 identify targets for improvement; 

 be governed by an agreed set of rules; 

 foster co-operative and collaborative learning; 

 promote mutual respect and good working relationships; 

 provide regular opportunities for pupils to develop their ideas independently; 

 set the standard of quality to set a positive level of self expectation; 

 be flexible for different groupings; 

 enable the use of IT to support learning. 
 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
Please also refer to Foundation Stage guidance . 
 
Parents/Carers 

 We aim to keep parents/carers fully involved and informed about their child’s school 
life and progress. We do this through newsletters, curriculum information/evenings 
and through formal and informal contact. 

 We encourage parents/carers to come and see us directly if any concerns. 

 We ensure that home-learning goes home on a regular basis 

 Parents/carers work within school 
 

This policy underpins all other school policies 
 and will be reviewed in May 2019. 
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TEACHERS MUST CHILDREN SHOULD 

Be explicit about the purpose of the activity and where it fits 
into the overall scheme of work. 
 
 
Set clear targets for children and support evaluation against 
these targets.    
 
 
Be clear about the range of activities with which the child is 
to engage. 
 
 
Be able to ensure that appropriate equipment is available. 
 
 
Be clear about what to do with a piece of 
complete/incomplete work. 
 
 
Be explicit about how materials are organised, maintained 
and stored. 
 
 
Teach the skill of equipment use and care. 
 
 
Be clear about her/his expectations about behaviour, pace of 
work, involvement, and presentation. 
 
 
Be explicit about ‘help routes’. 
 
 
Regularly record observations and collect dated, significant 
samples of work. 
 
 
Be able to give regular feedback to pupils as they engage in, 
and complete tasks. 
 
 
Create opportunities to ensure support, extension or 
consolidation; also for children to develop confidence and 
personal responsibility. 
 
Promote independent learning strategies 
 
Value and build on all children’s contributions and their 
current levels of knowledge, experience and ability. Children 
should be encouraged and never ridiculed or undermined. 
 
 
Establish that occasional failure is necessary to help learning. 

Have a clear understanding of the purpose of the task and 
how it fits into the rest of his/her work. 
 
 
Know their targets – WHAT GOOD LEARNING LOOKS LIKE - 
and strive to achieve them. 
 
 
Know what to do after task completion. 
 
 
Have ease of access to all necessary equipment and 
materials. 
 
 
Know what to do with complete/incomplete work 
 
 
Know how to collect and return equipment correctly. 
 
 
Know how to use equipment/tools  
 
 
Understand and appreciate reasons for the teacher’s 
expectations and respond to them. 
 
 
Know that the first stop for help is self, then classroom 
resources, other children and/or the adults in the room. 
 
Know that the teacher is monitoring their work/progress. 
 
 
See feedback as a normal part of their daily work and as a 
help to further tasks. 
 
 
Work collaboratively or alone depending on the task, 
without interfering with others’ work. 
 
 
Value his/her own and others’ and be willing to extend it. 
 
 
Be able to cope with occasional failure and be able to learn 
from it. 

 


